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i'ies Llollie fuston,Librarian
Shaw University Library
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v dear dcs Tuston:
Yesteréay T had a very satisfactory talk with ‘ayor =

Iseley concerning the negro library. ' He is interested and hac it as one

of his projects for the new year. He feels that it would be possible fér

the city to appropriate approximately 2250C for the salary of the librarian :

and for Dbocke if the ne~ro groups would raise enough for fent, furniture

and supplies, so that is something very definite to bring before the groun.

~leasc don't mention this sum until the meeting for I think Mayor Iseley
should heve an opportunity to make this statement. e wili be very glad to
attend the meetine or February the 1llth btut says thet he Qould heve no real
speech to make except a statement of what he hopes to do.

~oth “'re. MNezl and 'r. Newbold are out of town this week.

T will L’,et iy 'uou(:;, with them as soon as they return. T
= v
TTOUrE very uruly,

Tiepg B

Zecretar: and Director




On Monday evening March IIth, 1935 at 8 o'clock a group
of citizens met in the Christ Chmreh to dicuss futher plans for
a Colored Public Library in Raleigh,

The meeting was opened with prayer By Rev. Lawrence.

Reports were made by the Finance, Book, Lesation, and
publicity committees. All reports were adopted by the group.

It was moved amd properly seconded that Miss Snodgrass,
Miss Beal and Miss Huston work with the Location committee to
secure a suitable location.

Plans were discussed for bringing The Dance, by the Phy-
sical Education Dept. of Hampton to Raleigh as one of the out-
standing projects of the Finance committee,

Several suggestions were made for creating interest in
the Colored Publie¢ Library movement, namely-asking the colored
and white high ;;ﬁool art classes to maka:poster £§ be distrdabut-
ed; talks to parent-teacheys meetings?ﬂiiiention classesy young
peoples groupss chtrches;?gchools; ess;y con£est writing for
children; and ete,

The problem of the library serving the people in the county
was brought up. Mr White was appointed to go to the county gommis-
sioners to see what appropriation they would be willing to give
the colored library.

Two young men from the Genne's Turner Hi Y club were present
and they pledged their support to the movement and said they would
do all they could to stimulate interest of thés project in their
Hi Y elub. One also suggested securing aid from Miss Effird of the
Hugh Morson high school regarding the poster making,
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May I4, 1935
Raleigh, North Carolina.

The Citizens Committee of Raleigh,
Raleigh, Korth Cayolina.

Ladies “and’] lontlmen
?c m ‘sure you are familiar with the movement of

a group of eyﬁsms who are trying to 1nterest the people
of Raleigh /{n estabushing a Public Library fer Negroes.
We have firea.d:r rais{ed one §n

dred and fifty dollars(3I50.00)
and havfé/ more than o,bp hundred books on hand,

‘h. the Lihrary committee. are trying te launch a drive
to supplement t.he money already on hand in erder that we might
go to the ecity fathers with a liberal cnntributian from the
people of Raleidx/ hnd in turn ask themn for a aubstantial appro-
priation for f.hin lihra.ry

Our plg.na atre to canvass every businesa concern in the
eity for fund%.r We want the endorsement of yopr camittee first
of all and tigrong;h/you we hope to obtain the endarsment of
the Chamber of coz:xxnerce or Merchants Associ ation. Ke shall

be happy to havné w,’imediate endorsement from you and other

parties in '  that our drive might start immedicgte]y.

L% A
i
S

Thanking you in advance for your eoopgrati\\an\}g we are
Very truly yours, |
Temporary Library ﬂnaﬁae Committee.

. Rev., 0.8.Bullock, chairmaﬁ

b'\._ fﬁ.l’B. P LaBYl'd. 860. N

\ M», ¥.H.Harris )
Mr. T.¥hite '
Dr. C.Dunston : RN
Rev. .Lawrence .
?‘f - H.Tl‘igg -
Mrs, H.Trigg
Miss L. Huston
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GRESSIVE

RALEIGH

NORTH CAROLINA  Jay 22, 1935

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

There is a movement underway in Raleigh to estzklish a
library for the colored people of our city and county. Miss Majorie H.
Beal, director of the 3State Litrary Commission, is chairman of the local
committee interested in this undertaking. We are advised that a suitatle
place will te made availatle for this purpose. It is planned to employ
a whole-~time liktrarian.

The Mayor states that the city plans to co-cperate in
its support. The funds collected for this purpose will te turned over to
the Mayor pending its estaklishment under a permanant organization.

This appears to te a most worthy proposal and if you
agree we hope you will give it finicial support in the present effort to
raise $1,000 for this purpose.

Yours very truly

J Mmu—\

H. B. Branch,
Secretary



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
LIBRARY COMMISSION

RALEIGH

MARJORIE BEAL,

SECRETARY AND DIRECTOR

May 23,1935

TO ¥HOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The inter-racial committee and a group of interested negroes
have been working with me in making plans to open a public library for
negroes.

Releigh and iake County have the largest negro population in
the State, with no provision for public library service. 13 places in
North Carolina now have public libraries for negroes.
mayo: Iseley has expressed his interest in the project, and
we hope for an apprepriation from the city when the budget is made up. A4ddi-
tional funds will be needed for the initial book collection, equipment,etc.

Your interest in this cause will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Secretarygnd Director
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RALEIGH

MARJORIE BEAL,
' SECRETARY AND DIRECTOR

June 20,1935

Hiiss Mollie H, IHuston,Lirrarien
Shaw University Library
Raleigh,N.C.

Ly dear iliss Euston:

This morning T talked with Mr. Hewbold,who of course is
very much interested in the project for & negro librery for Raleigh,and is
ready to help all he can. He will attend the hearing before the City Com-
missioners if he is town, or if he can arrange to be in town at that time.

I hope that word will come in advence so that all plans can be well made.

Ye suzgested that I put on paper some of the things which I said to him and
so I am enclosing for you four copies of the statement and have sent one to
ir. Newbold. He has also the mimeogravhed sheet of information about negro
service and the statistic sheet, and he Will.do some work with Jonethan
Daniels on publicity if it seemrs advisable. So I think you can call on him
very freely and he now understand the situation and how far the project has
developeqg.

I still do not know when I am leaving.

Vours very truly,

Secretary and Director



A PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR NEGROES

Raleigh is the largest city in North Carolina, without public library service for
negroes. Negroes number 1/3 of the population of Wake County.

Raleigh~ Population 37,379 ° Negro 12,575

Weke County-Population 94,757 Negro 33,916

13 places in North Carolina have public library service for negroes. Some of

these are branches of the main library, some are separate libraries.

WHAT IS A PUBLIC BIBRARY?

A public library provides free to people of all ages and all classes, books
and printed information. It has a carefully selected book collection arrang-
ed so that books may be easily located and is in charge of a trained libra-
rian who knows books and people. The library is located in a suitable neigh-
borhood within easy reach of the citizens it is to serve.

WHOM WILL THE PUBLIC LIRRARY SERVE?

It will serve all the people, from the professional down to the laborers.
It's selection of books will be such as to include reading metter for all
kinds and types of people.

WHAT ARE THE FUNCTIONS OF A PUBLIC LiBRARY?

The public library aims to bring together books and people by means of attrac-
tive book displays, publicity, book talks before clubs and organizations,
posters, story hours and reading circles.

A library is not simply a reservoir of books, it should be the center of

civic activity contributing to better citizenship and the right use of leisure.

YHAT APE THE OBJECTIVES OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY ?

To make available for use books and factual materisals.

To provide efficient service.

To create an atmosphere favorable to the growth of reading habits.

To stimulate an appreciation for books.

To demonstrate the desirability of books and libraries as the companions of
leisure.

WHAT XIND OF BOOKS WILL THERE BE?

Books on zll subjects will be available, with up-to-date material on science
and good books of trevel and history, books about people who have dome things,
books of poetry and plays, books of zdventure stories ond books of romance.
Books for children cnd for cdults,

WILL THERE BE MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS?

Yes, there will be good magazines «nd newspapers.



WHY DG WE NEED A& PUBLIC LIBRARY ‘HTN W? ‘QVT LIBRARIES IN THE SCHOCLS?

The public library and the school librury supplement each other. The achool
teaches reading’ habits. ' The public library. helps to provide books to reads
The school library, serves « specicl group of citizens. ‘The public librery
serves gll the people from’the pre-schoolrchild to the grand parents.

HOW IS 4 PUBLIC LIBR)RY GOVERNED?

For the government of ‘such a 1ibrery there sholl be a,board of six trustecs
..appeinted by the governing body of the city chosen from the ‘titizens at
large with reference to their fitness for such .office. They shall hold office
for six years from their appointment. No compensctiéon shall bé anllowed any
trustee.,
Library trustees compile the budget, designete expenditures under ecch item,
“‘,employ the llbrarian end mnke thu rules Lnd regulations governlng the library.

EDW IS A PUELIC LIBRARY FINLNCED?

4A publip llbrary like all other dopartments of governmént is flnanced by
public funds. ;

RI I

IS . T?fINED LIBR/.RILN NEEDED? R R

R T N

‘.n trained librﬂrian 1s one who.is skilled in bon selection, cataloging end
maintcnance as well as'ofié whoknows: books cnd people.
North Carolina Certification requirements for publlc librvrians for a county
the size of Wnke County for "ppointments made after Mey 1933-
The completion of a four year: courSe in a four-year stnndard collego ar
un:vors1ty.
factory comnletion. ,

- One yenr of experience.‘“i“

'

E}LL THERE BE /. BUDGET O INCLUDE NV’ BOOKS FROM TIME TO TIME?

The book budget will. be set’ .up with a percentagc of the money to be spent
for fiction and non-fiction, referencé boskS und-children!s.books.
Regulnr additions of new titles w1ll be: planned for.

CLN THE FUBLIC OFFER SUGGEST‘IONQ Fon BOOKS THEY b .N.,T‘ 0 ‘__REJ.p, TO BE PURCHASED

Tl 8 MONEY IS AVA ILABLE” L

The librarian will welcomo suggesfioné froﬁ'tho”pﬁblic;" This enables him
to know the reading interest of the borrowers cnd helps him to select books
accordlngly. . .

L

LN ONE CbLL OL THE LIBRARY FOR INFORMATION LND CNDWERS TO CUESTIONS°

Thc librarian Will rlwoys be glad to unswer questions from the refercnce
books rnd materials in the.library. : '

WILL IT BE XKEPT OPEN EVERY DAY® . .. '

The librory'will'oé‘dpen cvery week -@a¥.



RALBIGH, ¢,

Rent ana jsanitor servide 4 350.00 per MO,cvcvesncenncananasl 600.00

Light, water = J phoiie (CLty)
Furniture

5 305) baules 4 523000 Que--escsccememammomocmesamees 115,00
3 chairs e $4.60,ea.».--.»-»—no-----------,-¢----- 142.60
I round tublie (ghildren) et e e o 39.85
6 I4% cieite {GLALAEED) e s eres commeammamceaneecaese 18,00
f coirgiog vewk mmmmemmcccimeincoeccaccecasaeeceee 20,35

4 drawver a@dd C.l.iGy 2uilrcl rremesnccncccc cncnncnnes 18.00

I BULLEL LI 0] e oo so w4 5 o cr o o0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o0 e 0 e 0 O W0 OO 0 S0 00 0 .50
BhELVilgemenmemmenncmenstmnannannananeaneenennennee 50,00

I2 newspa,el 110 lUGT 3 comantmmnmanuawennodseeesnsne II.SO

i typewriter ( ceeond aund }w««nnvﬁﬁnaﬁnﬂcurﬂwubu.n--~ 18.00

. - .
l}oaks Lo T Y T TN Y A Y L Y R PR I Y L Y P L P L L X - - I 5\’ 0.00
| So——————

books irn .euclal

I get of euncyclopeaius

1 lurme aietionory{unuiricgew)
library c.talo; ing tools
newenarers e nagisinesls
LheD. Ccards.

Sunalieﬁ —h’n-ﬂu‘;-‘uououﬂunbb-ﬁ-o.o&.*-.-‘;;uwuh;;wubﬁdn-- IQC.GO

331&&? L R X e Y L L Y LYY S LY L LY L TR R LRl T L e LT 900.00

Totul  $3543.0

S



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

RALEIGH

Deoause space was very limited on our programs,it was impossidble to
carry the names of our patrons,therefors we are taking this opportunity to pudblish
theiy names.%e are indeed grateful for all the help reveived whether it was & school
child’'s ticket,a genoral admission ticket or a patronm ticket.Besides those who helped
by buying tickets,we wish to ackmowledge special help given by the Releigh Publie
Sehools.The teachers worked very hard and with s$he ccoperasion of their pupils our
performance was a financial success.ln addition $o the Public sehools,Shaw University
and St.AMugustine College coopsrated in every possidle way,The shurches ceoperated
as ususl and the ministers deserve musk praise for the fiae eeoperation givem this
projeet which was our first big effort to reise money for s publis lidrary forsbegroes.

Sesides our churches end sshools,msny individusls gave their whols hearted suppors
and helped iz many ways.Some of these individuals are white end some ¢olored,The
news papers geve publicity,and a large crowd came out.¥e are truly thankful %o all.

The Patrons are thoss who purcheased tickets for $1,00 They are

wr. and ¥rs.C.D.Dougles
Mr.Yoster P,Fayne

Ny, and Srs.S.Nosl

Dr¢ Ceorge Bvans

¥r, James 8,lee

Ir. and Mrs, L.E.McCauley
Mrs, Sedie love

¥iss Hilda A.Davis

¥r, Glenvood Jones

¥r. snd Nrs ,P.T.Hall
Miss ¥ollie H,.Huston
Miss Bertha Richards
¥iss louise R.MCKenny

X g T
MissRugeme Dores’
ﬁin Bush Stevenson

en. @/W%@%\

Br, andiirs.
¥r, sad Nrs.L.H.Rodberts
B0, D.Chavia
Yirs,B,M.Edwards

0¥, Janes R.Sheperd
¥rs,Blize Allen Davis

¥.J Laraage

¥rs,.Nan Perry Frazier

Miss Dorothy S.lane
Mrs.C,B.Ligon
thﬁqu-

Miss Rachel MoCauley

Migs Josephine H,Otey ,
Mrs.Henry Jeffries Stredwick
tips ,Coveliat,Wortham

¥iss Mary Prillips
Mys,P,L,Byrd

Rev.lawrence
lgy,0.8.Mullo0k

ary and Mrs.H.L.Trigg
Myr.Helson Harris

Mr. B.A.Johnson
¥rs, H.B.O'hlly



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
RALEIGH

. 7. Jonnson
We-and-Mrov-Taveté-Erbes
M. Glm B.Jones

¥iss vary L.Cates
Eiss Estella G, Grayson

Dean Charles H.Beyer

Mre. ll.ﬂ.m
xr., Cherles Haywood
Miss Jessis E.Ouernsey
Dre Jones
¥iss Pearl A Banodgrase
ur, Collis walker

iss Elsie N,Cook

D, Vede
Jiss Geneva 5.Collins
e, CoJM.FOpPe
Dr, L.Delaney

if any error has been made in making up this list,we will gledly meke the eorrestion
in the mext week iasue of this papers A number of white people bought patron tickets
at the window on the ovanc of the mtmo and unforsunately e-Feessd-was-ned

made- their mames were Mot receorded. .



Roleiche ile Uey :ept 10, 1938

Drse Deluny & Nvans,
holoigh, M. Co

Gontlomens

This to advisc you that tho comuittoe naced by ayor G.
» Inley to select a site for the logro Library has made ahwice of
the firet floor of your buildinz. This cormitiec was imformed that
you would give the entire firot floor and muke such chan ee and refo=
vations as would meet the nceds of a pmblic library. Below ve are listing
tho things that will have to be done.

All walls 4, wood work and ceilings to Le painted.
Colorss «able and ceilin; Buff and woodwork Ivery.

Threo (3} partitions to be reoved.

fresent tollot on casct side to be removed to & better
looation, probably undor stairs. S

ladien toilet to be fnstslled 4n suistable loscation
providod none now oxiste.

ﬁ'loan to be alcaned
B T i Srtenial T onth vadl
S mmtmtobemndwmetmum.

sink in large room {or teilor shop) to be tekon out.
‘ujtable lighting fixtures to bo installed.

Two{f) windovs to Lo installed in cast wall to ive light
and vontilation.

Loave t0 be mede for a period of ‘hree (J) yeors at a
ratc of . 50400 per month with the priviled.e of two (2)
more yours at the scme rute.

Floeso soe thei theso conditions arce writtem into the iecse
or write & letter to layor G. /. Isley steting that ihese repairs and reno~
vation will be :ada.

Yours very truly, 4

Ao &4 LHIT R, OH IRMN
leoation Cormittoe
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